
AFSCME Questionnaire for PRC Candidates 
 

• This questionnaire is being sent to you by all of the members of the American Federation 
of State, County, and Municipal Employees.  We represent about 12,000 bargaining unit 
members across the state, including state employees in 13 agencies and the PRC.  
Council 18 also represents city employees in Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Rio Rancho, 
Espanola, Las Vegas, Silver City, Alamogordo, and Raton, and County employees in 
Bernalillo, Santa Fe, Dona Ana, Taos, and Grant Counties.  We are currently organizing 
employees at NMSU, WNMU, and unorganized cities and counties around the state. 

 
 

AFSCME QUESTIONS FOR PRC CANDIDATES 
 
BASIC UNION RIGHTS 
 
1. Do you support collective bargaining and the unions’ right to negotiate a contract 

containing wages, benefits, hours, and conditions of employment? 
 

Yes  X   No 
 

Additional comments:  The right of workers to organize themselves and negotiate 
the terms of their employment is fundamental. 

 
PRIVATIZATION 
 
2. Do you oppose all privatization of public services? 

 
Yes X   No 

 
Additional comments:  This is not only an issue of maintaining decent pay and 

working conditions for workers; it is also an issue of democratic control of government 
services. 

 
RETIREMENT 
 
3. Do you pledge to defend the current defined benefit retirement system in PERA and 

ERA, including resisting raising the number of years of age/service required to retire, and 
resisting any move to a defined contribution system? 

 
Yes  X   No 

 
Additional comments: In my view the current trend in both the private and public 

sectors toward defined contribution plans constitutes an abrogation of the responsibilities 
of the employer.  The shifting of responsibility for financial security from employer to 
employee reminds me of 19th century paternalism.  Unions have been key to winning 
decent pensions over the years, and union contracts are now one of the few protections 
workers have in resisting these changes. 
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MINIMUM WAGE 
 
4. What is your opinion of minimum wage laws generally and the current minimum wage 
laws specifically?  Would you support a minimum wage of $7.50 statewide by the end of 2008?  
How do you feel about indexing or local minimum wages? 
 
        Yes X   No 
 
        Additional Comments:   Minimum wage laws are crucial, though they are only 

the beginning of what is needed for true economic justice since they don’t really 
constitute a living wage.  I support an increase in the state minimum wage to $7.50 on as 
quick a timetable as we can get passed by the legislature.  I support indexing, to maintain 
the buying power of the minimum wage, and I support local communities that decide that 
a higher minimum wage is necessary.   I have been a public supporter of the Santa Fe 
Living Wage Network since its inception, and several of my key campaign workers have 
been key organizers in that successful movement.   

 
GOOD GOVERNMENT 
 
5. Decades of legislation and different administrations have resulted in numerous contracts 

given to thousands of entities.  That information is currently scattered throughout 
different agencies, but could fairly easily be compiled so that the current administration, 
legislature, and citizens would know how state funds are spent. 

 
Would you support good government legislation requiring the state to compile and 
publicize a list of contracts over a certain dollar amount? 

 
Yes X   No 

 
Additional comments:  Such legislation would be in line with my proposals to 

open up the PRC to the public, with a restoration and enhancement of the provision of 
information about matters before the PRC to the public including full online information, 
and a legal structure to represent ratepayers in front of the PRC. 

 
6. There are literally hundreds of different tax breaks and loopholes in current New Mexico 

law which deprive the state of hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue.  Some breaks 
make sense, while others may be outdated or may never have made sense.  

 
 Would you support good government legislation providing the administration, legislators, 

and the public with an annual list of tax breaks, their major beneficiaries, and the 
estimated amount of revenue lost? 

 
Yes X   No 

 
Additional comments:  Arguments against the provision of decent benefits to 

workers often rely on claims of poverty on the part of the government.  Provision of this 
information would make it clear that the money would be available were it not for the 
huge tax subsidies being provided to highly profitable multinational corporations. 



 3

 
7. There is a huge disparity between what upper management and other state employees get 

paid.  Would you commit to looking into the big gap between management and other 
employees’ wages? 

 
Yes X   No 

 
Additional comments:  There is no possible justification for the huge increase 

over the last number of years in the ratio of what upper level managers are paid to what 
their employees receive. 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS 
 
8. What are your proudest pro-labor accomplishments or moments?  Are you now or have 

you ever been a union member? 
Though I have always supported unions, most of my working life has been spent 
in areas without union construction jobs.   I was a member of a union while 
working for some time as a carpenter on movie sets near Santa Fe.  I think my 
proudest pro-labor accomplishment was during a time I was working as a kitchen 
supervisor in a restaurant and management fired one of the kitchen workers 
without justification.  I led a mass walkout of the kitchen staff; we all quit until 
the restaurant rehired the fired worker.  It was the sort of incident that reminded 
me all the more of why workers need the right to organize. 

 
9. How do you believe you can win the election?  How would you differentiate yourself 

from your opponents in this race? 
Our campaign is building a coalition of progressive Democrats, Greens, and 
Independents.  I also expect many Republicans to be attracted to my 
independence and to the kind of forward-looking approach I am taking to issues 
of decentralized energy generation, local decision-making and support for local 
small business.  I believe my years of work on issues such as renewable energy 
and utility policy, central to the work of the PRC, clearly differentiate me from 
my opponent. 
 

10. What do you see as other major issues facing New Mexico, and how can you address 
them if elected? 

I think one of the most important things I can do as an elected official is to oppose 
the power of large multinational corporations.  I believe this corporate power is 
fundamentally opposed to the democratic ideals of this country.  I am basically an 
optimist – I believe we can make positive changes if we’re willing to do things 
differently. 
 
The PRC’s regulation of insurance can help New Mexico move towards universal 
and affordable health coverage.  I believe we should have a single payer system. 
 
There are a number of ways the PRC can promote clean renewable energy and 
local generation.  Ideas like “efficiency and conservation first” rules and a feed-in 
rate for local producers of wind and solar energy have been very successful in 
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places like Europe.  Reforms like these will not only create a boom in renewable 
energy construction and help protect the environment, but can also lower 
consumers’ energy costs. 
 
We need better elections in New Mexico, so that our democratic choices are based 
on a search for the best ideas, not a race for the biggest donors.  I’m proud to be 
participating in the new Public Financing system for elections to the PRC.  I’m 
the only candidate in this race who is participating; my opponent is not.  I want to 
make sure this system is a success so that it will eventually be implemented for all 
elections in New Mexico. 

 
11. If elected would you be willing to meet on a regular basis with union leadership? 

Yes.  All candidates probably answer yes to this, but my whole approach to 
politics has always been to involve people and learn from their experience. 
 

12. Do you wish to receive a public endorsement from AFSCME? 
Yes.  I would be proud to be endorsed by AFSCME.  I see labor as a key part of 
the coalition we need to build to make fundamental changes in how the economy 
of New Mexico works. 
 

13. Tell us about yourself!  What is your birthdate?  Where were you born?  Where did you 
grow up?  What is your current occupation?  Any previous occupations?  What is your 
educational background?  In what ways are you or have you been involved in the 
community?  Feel free to add information about your family or other interests. 

I was born in 1948 in Dallas and grew up there.  I was educated at the University 
of Texas and Colorado State University.  I’ve lived in New Mexico for the past 34 
years and have primarily worked as a carpenter and woodworker, mostly building 
houses (especially energy-efficient ones).  I also ran a restaurant in Santa Fe for 
some years.  When I was a business owner I always paid a living wage.  For the 
last several years I have been an energy consultant, and this work has merged 
with my political and community activism, promoting renewable energy, working 
on issues of sustainability in agriculture and economic development, and much 
volunteer work in the environmental and peace movements.  I live in rural Santa 
Fe County with my life partner Louise. 
 


