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The Green Party of New Mexico (NMGP) recognizes the ongoing and pro-

found impact that residential and commercial development has upon the pop-

ulation, natural resources, and cultural character of our state. We believe that

development must be constrained by the need to preserve existing communi-

ties and cultures, watersheds, aquifers, sacred lands, agricultural lands, and

biological diversity. We also believe that the needs of existing urban and rural

citizens should be weighed ahead of the needs of corporate interests seeking

to attract new people to their development projects. Open space and natural

vistas must also be valued.

Water, a finite resource, is, and must be, the primary limiting factor in

all development decisions in New Mexico. Presently, our laws allow unlimited

water appropriations in most rural areas. Our watersheds provide all water

not imported by environmentally damaging water projects, but receive no

protection. The NMGP calls for the repeal of the domestic well statute and, in

its place, the immediate passage of strong legislation to protect our watersheds.

We believe that a first priority must be the maintenance of existing in-

frastructure, including traditional acequias, insofar as they can be made more

efficient in the use of a finite resource. Urban development must be focused

on the use of existing infrastructure, via infill, rather than development on

existing agricultural or wild lands (greenfield development).

Cars, fueled by subsidized petroleum, drive the impulse for unrestrained

sprawl, and account for endless deaths and tragedies in out state. We en-

courage traffic measures that promote the safety of pedestrian and bicycle

travel, including calming of traffic at intersections, and the construction of

bike routes, as long as such routes do not force bicycles off the road, or onto

unsafe paths that cross traffic. Transportation resources must be allotted first

to efficient use of existing traffic corridors, and the expansion of public transit,
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to minimize automobile usage, and to facilitate economic development, and

full employment opportunities for residents. We believe in true-cost pricing

of petroleum, in the course of which process gasoline prices should gradually

rise to reflect the actual environmental, health, social, and economic costs of

petroleum extraction, processing, and use.Ride-pooling, rather than parking

structures, should be subsidized.

New development should be medium or high density, keyed to public tran-

sit, available water resources, and cultural diversity, pedestrian and bicycle

friendly, mixed use, mixed income, and replete with parks and public spaces.

Consideration should be given to establishment of a growth boundary for Al-

buquerque.

All planning should be regional in scope and local in character. Planned

communities should be approved on the basis of existing resources, not pro-

jected rewards. The cost of outlying development, including infrastructure

and schools, should be borne by the developer, not the taxpayers of the near-

est municipality. Water and energy conservation should be emphasized in all

development. Alternative building and alternative living models, as well as

alternative energy production should be encouraged.

Property tax relief should be coded to protect resident homeowners from

the impact of neighboring development. Planning codes should be rewritten

and enforced in accordance with development that is beneficial to our people,

resources, cultural heritage, and economy, and takes availability of water into

account.
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